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Middle-Level
CIA Officials

Cf
Cleared Manual

By Bob Woodward .. -

STA-/I-i Waairmgton Post Saff Writer

\—W=ﬂbers of the covert-opera-
ns division at CIA headquarters

bere, not senior officials, reviewed

and approved a guerrilla-warfare

manual advising Nicaraguan rebels

on “selective use of violeace” to

“neutralize czrefully velected and

Dlanned targets,” according to Rea-
STAT gan administration officials.

The officials said yesterday that
there was confusion about use of
the word “neutralize” and that it
was not intended to mean or imply
zssassinations, strictly prohibited
by nrwdentxal order.

In addition, the officials said,
some CIA personnel reviewing the
manual at headquarters or in Cen-
tral America, where it was initially

STATdraLed could not read the Spanish
version,

Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.), one of
two senators who attended a CIA
briefing Monday about the manual,
£aid yesterday, *It is my conclusxon
after readmg the manual that the
word ‘neutralize’ is subject to inter-
pretation but could be interpreted
by reasonable petipleto mean w6~
sassination ., ., and thousands of
copies should not have been sent
out, 2s was tha case, ¢

"Review did take place in Wash-
ington, but 'L, briefers] were
vague as to who {conducted the re-

need
STAT*‘&]M- - we need more answa-s

$en. Malcolm Waﬂop (R-Wyo)

thNunnattbebneﬁng,sa:dﬂ)e

iginal document was in English
and called for govemm&nt officials
to be “removed.” That meant “re-
moved from effectiveness and in no
way mesant assassination,” he said.

The Senate Select Committes on -
Intelligence, for which the briefing
was given, sard yesterday that zt
plans an investigation next week,
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) Admirﬁst.ration officials seid CIA

Director William J. Casey and other

R

.one unfamiliar with Spanish should

senior agency officials did not ap- :

prove the manual and were un-
aware of it until asked about it this
month by the Associated Press, -

Officials said an internal CIA in-
vestigation has determined that, at
most, about a dozen middle- and
low-level CIA personnel reviewed
or handled the manual after a con-
tract employe drafted it last year,
In the process, some portions of the
initial draft that advised hiring crim-
inals and creating martyrs were de-
leted before 2, 000 copies were pub-
hshed.

Other sources said investigators
have had difficulty determining the
chain of command involved and said
Casey is disturbed that facts about
the process seem to change from
day to day.

Investigators mmal}y believed

last week that all - paragraphs.

thought to be offensive had been re-

moved before the manual was dis-

tributed. In Sunday’s presidential.
debate, President Reagan said ,cmly
12 uncensored copies .were dror-

lated, It is now apparent that tbese )

accounts are incomplete,
Deanna Hammond, & translator
for the Congressional Research

Service, which made an English-lan-

guage version of the manual for the
House Permanent Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence, said yesterday
that the Spanish and English ver-
sions of the manual's controversial
parts are 0 similar that even some-

notha\ebeencom'uedbythem.

“Ske said that the word “peutral-
ize” was “meufrolizarse” in- the
Spanish version and that the verb in

_its various forms has no other Eng-

lish meaming. The phrase “selective
use of violence,” she said, is also
very simsilar in its Spanish version,
“wso selechivo de Lo violencia”
2. An administration official said the

sqmanual was drawn up from insur-

gency manuals available to the CIA
as long 2go as the Vietnam war era,
The official said all copies of the
manual ere being withdrawn,
Wallop said that be has read the
90-page manual and that, "taken as
a2 whole, the manual calls for the
avoidance of violence to the extent

.;conducted by its deputy inspector
. general because Inspector General

possible and was designed to put
restraint and & rationale on guer-
rilla operations . . . 4s a whole, the
manual is a code of conduct for
which the United States ought not
to be ashamed.”

Wallop said Casey has "t:ecn re-
:ponszble 2nd forthright on this and,
‘when the political season is over,
people will see this for what it is.”

Vice President Bush, a former
ClA director, said yesterday in Wis-
coasin that the controversial kan-
guage “could mean various things.”
He added, “..
with an awful Jot of brutality, a Jot

“of loss of life down there.”

The CIA investigation is being

/

. You're dealing

“John Stein headed the covert-oper-
. gtons division last year when the
” manual was vmttcn revrewed and
‘distributed.
* Offictals smd ,the investigation
4as cleared Stein and the CIA’s No.
2 official, John N, McMahan, of in-
volvement mth or knowledge of the
manual,

“T've heard noth.mg to conclude
one way or the other whether sen-
for cofficials [approved the manual]
or not...,” Nunn said yesterday,
1 would thmk the review process
would be tight and far up the line.”

Nunn said Monday's thres-hour

- briefing suggested to him that the

has "serious problems in man-
agement and control over covert
operations.” He added, “When you
are going to publish thousands of
copies of a sensitive document in a
sensitive operatxon [top managers)
should know.”

Monday's briefing was conducted
>y two officials from the covert-op-
erations division who have held
their jobs less than a month, offi-
clals said, and several persons at
the session later voiced frustration
about what they termed imprecise
answers,

Nunn said the controversy high-
lights a serjous problem with covert
operations in Nicaragua only be-
cause the administration’'s chief
reason for them is purportedly in-
terdiction of arms from there to
leftist rebels in El Salvador. The Ni-

-caraguan rebels, known as contras,

are seeking overthrow of the San.

" dinista government,
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“The long-term questions are the |
management of covert operations |
ard whether {the United States]'
can enter into this kind of limited '
tperztion when the contras have
" another purpose,” Nunn said. :

Administration officials familiar .
with the three-year secret war in
Nicaragua szid terror tactics out-
lined in the manual are grim and
should not necessarily surprise any-
one but are almost inevitable out-
growths of such a covert plan.

National Security Council records
indicate that the initial Nicaraguan
operation plan, drafted in Novem-
ber 1981, was to “work primarily
- through non-Americans” against the
Cuban presence in Nicaragua but
that, in some cases, the CIA was to
" “take unilateral paramilitary ac-
tion—possibly using U.S. personnel .
—against special Cuban targets.” |
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